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WASKESIU COMMUNITY COUNCIL PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

 

 

  
 

 COUNCIL MEMBERS ATTENDING: Nancy Wood Archer, Bryan Matheson, Rob Phillips, Darryl Fox, 
 Jim Kerby*, Jennifer Wood*, Bentley Crozier* (*Attending by phone) 

 
 ALSO ATTENDING: From PCA - Field Superintendent David Britton, Acting Townsite Manager Scott Nesbitt, 
 Finance & Administration Manager Brenda Georget* (*Attended by phone) 
 

1. Call to Order     Nancy Wood Archer - Vice Chair 9:33 a.m. 

2. Motion to move Council Meeting “In Camera”       

Bryan Matheson/Nancy Wood Archer   Carried Unanimously  

3. Motion to terminate “In Camera” portion of Council Meeting     10:30 a.m. 

Nancy Wood Archer/Darryl Fox    Carried Unanimously 

4. Adoption of Agenda for the Public Meeting        

Motion to adopt the Agenda for the Public Meeting 

Bryan Matheson/Jim Kerby    Carried Unanimously 

5. Prince Albert National Park – Waskesiu Townsite Financial Report for April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018 

Finance & Administration Manager Brenda Georget presented the Prince Albert National Park – Waskesiu 

Townsite Financial Report for the April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018 fiscal year. 

A lengthy discussion ensued and numerous questions from Council were posed (and answered) by Ms. 

Georget.  (Note - see additional commentary below under Agenda Item 10.)   

6. Review and Adoption of Meeting Minutes of November 23, 2018     

Motion to adopt the Meeting Minutes of November 23, 2018 as circulated.  

Bryan Matheson/Rob Phillips    Carried Unanimously 

7. Review of Outstanding Action Items/Related Updates – a review of each of the Action Items and their 

status was undertaken by Council, and the Action Items were updated by the Administrator accordingly. 

8. Other Business Arising from the Minutes/Status Updates 

• Parking plans/strategy for the cabin area  
- PCA is waiting for the Townsite Manager, Gregg Rutten, to return from his leave of absence 
to update the status of the parking plans and strategy for the cabin area to Council. 

• Cannabis related issues and implications for the Waskesiu townsite  
- PCA will be attending a meeting scheduled for next week to discuss the signage to be 
designed and placed throughout the townsite and on the beaches in relation to the 
permitted (or prohibited) use of cannabis in the townsite (and elsewhere in the Park). 
- Councillor Phillips reported that the next WSRA Newsletter that is to go out to their 
membership will contain information on the rules in effect for alcohol and cannabis use 
along with the rules for smoking and vaping. 

DATE: Friday, January 4, 2019 

TIME: 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

                                                                            

 

LOCATION: Hawood Inn, Waskesiu – Spruce River Room 



2 

 

• Councillor Wood Archer reported that the Waskesiu Chamber of Commerce will also discuss 
this topic at their next meeting and will reach out to the members of the Chamber, 
especially the restaurants, to ensure that policies are being considered, adopted and 
implemented in 2019. 

• Aquatic Invasive Species (including preventative measures PANP has in place) – this topic 
will be addressed by PCA at the March meeting of Council. 

• SaskTel Seasonal Disconnect Issues (Rob Phillips)  
Councillor Phillips will be following up with SaskTel when his contact (Kevin Spelay at 
SaskTel) returns from holidays. These issues will then be in addressed in the next WSRA 
newsletter, and Councilor Philips will update Council regarding this topic at the next meeting 
of Council. 

9. Townsite Report - Scott Nesbitt, Acting Townsite Manager, Parks Canada Agency 

- See Appendix I attached to these Minutes for a copy of the Townsite Report.  

Additional commentary in relation to some of the items identified in the Townsite Report is set forth below: 

5. Waskesiu Lakeside Music Festival 

- Council asked if PCA was open to negotiate a larger fiscal contribution for the first year if a local group is 

willing to take over the event.  PCA indicated that there may be minimal increase in funding for 2019, and in 

terms of certain in-kind support, it would be by summer students only.  However, PCA was clear in 

confirming that PCA does not want to “manage” the event on behalf of the community in 2019.  Contact will 

be made by Council with key stakeholder groups in January to explain the situation and try to determine the 

level of community support for continuing to hold the Waskesiu Lakeside Music Festival.    

10. Waskesiu Townsite Budgeting 

• Council spent approximately one hour reviewing and discussing the financial information 
that Council recently received from PCA regarding the Waskesiu townsite budget (for the 
fiscal year 2018-2019)  
A lengthy discussion ensued. 

• Council and PCA also discussed plans to improve this process for 2019 – (e.g. agreed 
deadlines and related timing of PCA deliveries to Council). Both PCA and Council thought it 
was best to develop an agreed schedule in relation to the current calendar year in order to, 
among other things, improve the timeliness of the townsite financial information being 
delivered to Council by PCA, and to also ensure that all budget discussions between PCA and 
Council are undertaken, and completed, in a more efficient and timely manner than was the 
case during the 2018 calendar year.  As such, PCA and Council agreed that: 

o PCA will provide the Townsite Budget information in advance of Council’s annual 
May meeting. 

o Council’s Budget and Finance Committee will set up a meeting with Brenda Georget, 
PCA’s Finance & Administration Manager, and provide approval and 
recommendations for the Water Sewage Garbage Budget (which is scheduled to go 
out by July 1st to Waskesiu residents).   

o In that regard, Councilor Fox is to set up a meeting with the Finance & 
Administration Manager and the Budget and Finance Committee. At that meeting 
they will set timelines confirming when the reporting is required by Council, 
preferably before the June 21 Council meeting. This will allow Council time to review 
the proposed budget and make any changes or suggestions to PCA. 
ACTION ITEM:  Administrator to assist Councillor Fox in setting up a Committee 
meeting in February  for the Budget and Finance Committee, including Council Chair 
and Brenda Georget, PCA’s Finance & Administration Manager. 

11. Correspondence  
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• Waskesiu Fire Chief Report for October – November 2018 was circulated with this agenda. 

12. Committee Reports 

• Budget & Finance Committee – Darryl Fox, Chair 

No report given. 

• Business Relations Committee – Darryl Fox, Chair 

The Chamber of Commerce will be meeting in January and will have a report for the February 8th 

Council meeting. 

• Community Planning & Development Committee – Jim Kerby, Chair 

No meeting has been held since the last Council meeting. The Committee is currently working on the 

“Vision 2028 and Beyond” strategy initiative with Council, and awaiting a response from Daniel 

Mercer of PCA (in relation to the submission made by the Waskesiu community (WCC, the Chamber 

and the WSRA) regarding the National Permitting Process).  

• Communications & Community Relations Committee – Rob Phillips, Chair  

 ○   An update on the status of proposed upgrades to the Waskesiu.org website and Levy 5 Group 

websites was provided by Councilor Wood Archer.  

o A presentation of the proposed new Waskesiu.org website design, plus a proposal for some 

funding assistance by Council, will be made at the February 8th Council Meeting. Once this 

has been presented, the Chamber will be asking other stakeholders in the Waskesiu 

community to commit a portion of their marketing budgets to further fund the professional 

marketing plan being developed for the five premier hoteliers in Waskesiu, Waskesiu.org, 

and all of Waskesiu through the Waskesiu Chamber of Commerce. 

o Scheduling a Committee Meeting 
Councillor Phillips reported that plans are underway to schedule a meeting of the 
Committee in the near future. 

o Agenda to include Part 2 of the Waskesiu Townsite Communications Plan: 

 Confirm proposed involvement by Noreen Matthews & Carla Flaman (sole 
representative from PCA). 

 Determine potential involvement of: 

 Ryan Lejbak (Zu.com co-owner) – Councillor Phillips will contact Ryan to 
make his acquaintance and discuss what expertise he feels he has to offer 
the Committee.  

 The WSRA communications representatives are Rob Phillips and the WSRA’s 
new Communications Director, Kathy Ponath. 

• Essential Services - Policing & Fire Committee – Nancy Wood Archer, Chair 

- The Waskesiu Fire Chief’s Year End Report was received and circulated by the Administrator. 

- Councillor Wood Archer reported that the Waskesiu RCMP Staff Sargent has been invited to attend 

the February 8th Council meeting. Representing the Waskesiu Chamber of Commerce, she will 

present issues from Chamber members on how to better regulate noise in a limited area in the 

downtown area, close to the hotels, and the steps to be taken to help facilitate that, as well as how 

the RCMP plan to regulate cannabis use in Waskesiu. 
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• Vegetation Management/FireSmart Committee – Bryan Matheson, Chair 

- Meetings have been held by PCA, although no Council members were able to attend. With all the 

correspondence being shared, the Committee is well on the way to having a good strategy in place 

thanks to the efforts of PCA. 

- David Britton reported that Norm Stolle, PCA Resource Conservation Manager, will be retiring at 

the end of this summer. 

13. WRA Board of Directors 

 •     WRA’s written request for WCC appointment to the WRA Board of Directors and/or the WRA 

 Recreation Committee  

 ACTION ITEM: Councillor Wood Archer to contact Gary Bender, the WRA President, and Brent Hamel, a 

 WRA Director who had contacted Council, to inform them that Council Chair Jim Kerby has volunteered 

 to serve on the WRA Recreation Board for a period of 18 months to help improve the WRA focus 

 on governance.  Also, at the next meeting of the Chamber, Councilor Wood Archer will raise the issue 

 with the Chamber regarding the rather urgent need for additional members of the WRA Board of 

 Directors.  

14. Other Business 

a. Waskesiu Lakeside Music Festival – next steps 

Council has agreed with PCA to communicate with the Waskesiu community and stakeholders, 

informing them that, as of summer 2019, the Waskesiu Lakeside Music Festival no longer falls under 

PCA’s mandate in terms of management. This will also include an urgent request to see what the 

community and its stakeholder groups can offer to keep the Lakeside Music Festival alive. The 

deadline for the communication to be sent out was determined to be by the end of January. From 

the results, a decision on the future of the Lakeside Festival will be made at the February 8th Council 

meeting.  

Discussion ensued. 

b. “Vision 2028 & Beyond” Follow Up: 

i. Request for second in person “strategic planning” meeting between WCC & PCA (suggested 

date – March 22nd, 2019 in Waskesiu) 

Decision was made to move the scheduled March 29th Council meeting to held in the 

morning of March 22nd and the afternoon would be a “strategic planning” meeting. 

ii. Council asked to obtain the PCA information regarding trail upgrading plans/program 

iii. Council also asked to obtain PCA’s capital asset program information from PCA for review by 

Council before the next strategic planning session 

iv. Identify a potential date for a “Waskesiu Leaders Roundtable” meeting – likely in May, 2019 

in Waskesiu 

v. Identify a potential date for a Waskesiu Community Open House – likely in July, 2019 (or 

around the WCC AGM date) 

ACTION ITEM: The Administrator, working with the Chair of Council, will ask PCA to provide 

Council with: (1) all relevant PCA information regarding the Park trails (including the IMBA 

report), and any trail upgrading plans/program (particularly as related to trails in or connecting 
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with the Waskesiu townsite); and (2) PCA’s capital asset program information. The foregoing 

information to be delivered and available for review by Council well in advance of the next joint 

PCA/WCC strategic planning session.  

c.  Winterfest – observations regarding the 2018 event, plans for 2019. 

PCA reported the O Christmas Tree Winter Festival went well. The Waskesiu & Area Wilderness 

Region DMO is the main organizer of the event. Attendance was very good; many people and 

families attended, and the weather was perfect.  

The annual Christmas Tree Harvest also went well. It ran from December 1st to December 24th. 

A final tally of the number of permits issued this year will be provided by David Britton.   

ACTION ITEM: A final tally of the number of permits issued this year (Christmas Tree harvest) will be 

provided by David Britton to Council. 

15. Next Meeting Date(s)   

• February 8, 2019 – Hawood Inn 

• March 22, 2019 – Hawood Inn Council Meeting in the morning and WCC/PCA “Vision 2028 & 

Beyond” meeting in the afternoon. 

A motion was made to change the scheduled March 29th Council Meeting date to March 22nd and 

combine it with a “Vision 2028 & Beyond” strategic planning meeting. 

Bryan Matheson/Rob Phillips   Carried Unanimously 

16. Adjournment          1:00 p.m. 

Jennifer Wood 


