
 

Canada Day 2021  
 A Message from the Waskesiu Recreation Association 
 

• In recent weeks, the confirmation of mass, unmarked, graves at former residential school sites 
in Canada, including in Kamloops, B.C. and on the Cowessess First Nation here in Saskatchewan, 
have reminded all Canadians of the tragic legacy of residential schools, and the damage caused 
by racist attitudes towards Indigenous peoples. 
 

• We acknowledge that heartbreaking pain has been experienced by Indigenous parents, 
families, and communities across Canada. We feel part of that pain too and, with Canadians 
across our country, we mourn together.  
 

• We believe that recognizing the harm inflicted on Indigenous peoples in Canada is a crucial first 
step on the path towards seeking truth and meaningful reconciliation. 
 

• The Canada Day events in Waskesiu this year were already being scaled back significantly from 
prior years. After careful thought, and much deliberation, we do not believe that the remaining 
events should be canceled.  We also believe that recognition of this national tragedy is in order.   
 

• The plans for July 1st this year always included dedicating one of our event locations to showcase 
talented Indigenous performers, and we are very proud to do so.  All of our event locations will 
now include a visible reminder that “Every Child Matters”, and we strongly encourage everyone 
to wear an orange shirt or an orange ribbon to show your support.  To assist, we will be handing 
out hundreds of orange ribbons throughout the afternoon.  
 

• On July 1st, and during the many days that follow, we ask that you please consider: 
 

o acknowledging that real harm has been done to Indigenous peoples. 
o reading the final report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  
o reflecting on the strength, resilience, cultures, rights, and the countless contributions 

to Canada, of Indigenous peoples.  
o committing to working together – respectfully – toward building a better future. 
o donating to organizations that support counselling for survivors and their families, such 

as the National Indian Residential School Crisis Line and the Orange Shirt Society. 
 

• We believe that Canada Day this year, perhaps more than ever, presents an opportunity to show 
solidarity, understanding, and to strengthen the ties that unite us as human beings - and as 
Canadians - while honestly acknowledging our nation’s history.  

 

As we gather together on July 1st, we acknowledge that we are on Treaty 6 Territory and the Homeland of 

the Métis. We pay our respect to the First Nations and Métis ancestors of this place and reaffirm our 

relationship with one another.  


